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Upcoming Events 

July and August 
2021 

7/15 

General Meeting 
Lions Community Room & 

Zoom 
Dinner @ 6:00 PM 
Meeting @ 6:45 PM 

 

8/5 

General Meeting 
Lions Community Room & 

Zoom 
Dinner @ 6:00 PM 
Meeting @ 6:45 PM 

8/7 
Waterway Cleanup 8:30 AM 
Behind Publix on the Island 

8/12 

Club BOD Meeting 
Lions Community Room & 

Zoom 
6:30 PM 

8/19 

General Meeting 
Lions Community Room & 

Zoom 
Dinner @ 6:00 PM 
Meeting @ 6:45 PM 

 

 
President’s Message 

 
 

 As we embark on our new year, I 
want to thank each and every member for 
an extraordinary 2020-2021.  Defying all 
odds, in the most abnormal year in our 
lifetime, we increased our membership by 
one new member. In addition, we not only 
managed to provide our services without any 
interruptions, we added a few new ones to 
serve our community. 
In order for us to continue to function as 
one of the most efficient clubs under any 
and all circumstances we must increase our 
membership. As has been communicated 
before, our objective is to increase our 
membership  by five (5). Not only will this be 
a great boost to our club, it will be a nice 
contribution to District 35-I in its quest to 
increase membership. The only way to 
accomplish this is to ask and recruit our friends and family to join us and 
have fun as Venice Lions. What about your barber, hairdresser, dentist, 
financial advisor, lawn care person, pharmacist, the people you play games 
with? If you don’t ask, you’ll miss a wonderful opportunity. Though it is very 
intuitive, we still need to be reminded to ask people to join us/our club.  That 
point was nicely driven home to me at the end of our last meeting as I was 
speaking with our guest speaker, Todd Miller.  Lion Bill Davis, on his way out, 
whispered in my ear to ask Todd Miller to join our club. Had he not nudged 
me gently I would have forgotten to do so as I was engrossed in talking 
about a lot of other things.  Ask and you will be successful. As they say “take 
more shots at the goal and you will score one”. 
 
Let’s have fun with more members. 

 
  
President Lion Paddy Padmanabhan 
 

 

July 2021 

Do you have a item you would like to have included in the Lions Tale? 
 

Please forward it to: Lion Jeff Myles (jmyles19@gmail.com) 
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2021—2022 Club Officer Installation 
June 17, 2021 

On the evening of June 17, 2021 Lion Bill Davis presided over the installation of the 2021– 2022 
Venice Lions Club officers. 
Present for the photo are (l-r) Lions President Paddy Padmanabhan, 1st Vice-President Louise Elleo,  
2nd   Vice-President Tom Cookingham, Secretary Jeff Myles, Foundation Treasurer Barbara 
McGillicuddy, Administration Treasurer Bev Flynn and One Year Director Bob Winstel.  
Lions present via Zoom were One Year Director Jeff Sterne and Two Year Director Pamela Brown. 
Lion officers not present for photo are Tail Twister Judy Rocquin, Lion Tamer Dr. Ric Namikas, Two 
Year Director Tim Werla, Immediate Past President Bob Hoesly, and Membership Chairman Robert 
Spong. 

HUGS 
Lion Ann Favreau 

 
 

Months went by without embraces. 
Zooming replaced friends’ factual faces. 
No more gathering at inside scenes 
Until we got those two vaccines. 
 
I recall a recent Lions meeting, 
When a hug accompanied a special greeting. 
I was engulfed in a feeling of miraculous 
grace 
While giving another a warm embrace. 
 
I won’t take hugs for granted now, 
Knowing that Covid emphasized how 
Important a physical connection can be 
For all of us and especially me. 

I didn’t pay much attention to hugs 
Before Covid reared its ugly head. 
They were just something everybody 
did 
When we met or said goodbye. 
 
Encompassed by fearful Covid days. 
Confined to the house with few forays, 
Socializing forbidden, not to be. 
Hugging shared solely with hubby. 
 
When my daughter arrived  
From her home up north, 
Walked in the door and ventured forth 
To take a shower, then hugged us tight, 
It was a tangible blessing that felt just 
right. 
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Venice Lions Club 
Award Recipients 

June 17, 2021 

Lion Louise Elleo 

Melvin Jones Fellow Elli Burr 

Lion of the Year Louise Elleo 

President’s Appreciation Award Carole Myles 
Barbara McGillicuddy 

Rising Star Award Bob Winstel 
Pamela Brown 

Lion Louise Elleo 

Lion Barbara McGillicuddy 

Lion Pamela Brown 

Lion Carole Myles 

Lion Bob Winstel 

Congratulations Lion Elli ! 
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Lions Jeannette & Bill 

Lions Lynn & Joe 

Lion Carole 

Lion Jan 

Thank you Lion Louise ! 

Welcome New Lions Keith and Jeannette 

Hunger Committee Project 
 
The Hunger Committee has visited the five food pantries in Venice and asked each one what they need 
most.  What product do they always need that they don’t have?  The answers were different at each 
one because each pantry serves a slightly different population. 
 
The Hunger project will run through the whole year.  Lions are very generous, but no one has endless 
resources:  this schedule might help make decisions about how to support the pantries or which one to 
support over the others.  No one needs to do it all! 
 
July-August – Community Assistance Ministry:  Serves the general community and the 
homeless. They need diapers and baby wipes 
 
September - October - Salvation Army:   They see  Mothers and children:  They need baby formula. 
 
January-February -  Laurel Civic Association:  They serve a hot meal to children after 
school:   They need LARGE cans of chili, spaghetti-o’s, tomato soup, beanie-weenies,  or other warm-up 
choices, or large boxes of individual snack-packs. 
 
March-April - Center of Hope : They serve a large homeless population.  They need individual sizes 
of  “pop top” canned soups, chunky tomato sauce, spaghetti-o’s, or any easy to heat-up and eat meal, 
saltine and Ritz crackers, instant oatmeal, cereal bars 
 
May-June – South County Food Pantry:  Serves families.  $10.00 Publix gift cards for clients to 
make their own decision about purchasing paper supplies, diapers, or shelf-stable milk. 
 
Lion Pamela Brown 
 
Lion Jody Fall 

Lions Keith Schoenherr and Jeanette Reeves were inducted as our newest club members by sponsor 
Lion President Paddy Padmanabhan at our June 17 meeting. 
 

Welcome and congratulations Lions ! 
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COMMUNICATE!  COMMUNICATE! 
      Submitted by Lion Ann Favreau   
 
When you are acting as a representative of the Venice Lions Club, it is very important that you 
communicate what you plan to do, what actually happened, and the outcomes achieved.  Who do you 
tell?  First of all the President needs to be copied on all correspondence. If you are going to talk to 
someone about a project, gathering information, need budget funds, or thanking someone, let the 
President know. The President can direct you to human and material resources and if necessary, take 
your information or requests to the board.  You may also need to share the information with the 
Secretary, the project chair, the person in charge of charting the service hours, the newsletter editor or 
publicity chair.  Seems like a lot, but an email copy to the important parties ensures that the messages 
are consistent. If there is a problem, it can be addressed before a crisis occurs. Collaboration is the 
name of the game and the game is Service. 

Who Says There’s Nothing That’s Free? 
 
At the July 15 Lions meeting, we will talk about one thing that IS free:  audio books.  American 
citizens living with low vision or a physical disability are eligible for FREE audio books and equipment 
from the National Library for the Blind and Print Disabled, a Division of the Library of Congress. NLS 
has been offering free audio books since 1931.  If you or someone you know cannot read standard 
print, such as the newspaper, due to low vision or inability to hold a book, you will want to know 
about this service.   
 
Lion Pamela Brown will talk about the service and take applications after the meeting.  

7th Alf Kirkeeng (Denise) 

4th John Tagye 

11th Robert Spong 

18th Al Gurley 

24th Lynn McConnell 

26th Jody Fall 

31st Jeannette Davis 

31st  Bob Winstel 

 
 

Congratulations Lion Dave ! 
 
For his years of service to the Venice Lions Club as Administration 
Treasurer, Children’s Vision Screening Chairman, and his many other 
contributions to Lionism, Lion Dave Mattson has been presented with 
the Grand Lion Award.  
The award is presented here by Lion President Paddy Padmanabhan at 
our July 1st meeting. 
 
 



 

Lions Tale July 2021 Page 6 

 

 
Venice Lotto Fundraiser 

 
 

The Venice Lions Club has decided to participate once again in a Lotto Fundraiser originating with 
the Apalachin Lions in New York.   
 
The way it works is we sell the printed “Lotto Calendars” for $20.00.  Our club receives $5.00 per 
calendar, the Apalachin Lions receive $5.00 for the administration fees and the other $10.00 goes 
into a prize fund that is distributed throughout the entire year.  Only on Sundays are there NO 
prizes awarded. 
 
The Lotto numbers are taken from the NY State evening Lottery.  That lottery is like our Cash 3.  
The 3 numbers drawn are noted and the winners will be award the amount listed for that 
particular date on the calendar.  (for example on 01/16/22 EVERY winner gets $50. and on 
05/05/22 EVERY winner gets $30 and so on.) 
 
Winners will automatically be mailed a check within 21 days of the drawing.  Winners do not 
have to do anything. (OFFICAL RULES ARE PRINTED ON THE CALENDARS) 
 
Our job is to sell the calendars and make sure the stubs are filled out and turned in with the 
$20.00 per calendar.  The buyer picks 3 random numbers 0 through 9 and writes their number 
on the stub along with their name, address, and phone number.  They are also asked to sign the 
stub. Please fill in your name as the Seller.  THE BUYER’S INFORMATION AND THE 
NUMBER MUST BE LEGIBLE.   
 
All stubs and monies will be turned into Lion Louise Elleo (20810 Granlago Drive, Venice, FL  
34293 or at our meetings at the HealthPark office (1289 Jacaranda Blvd) by December 2nd.  We 
will send more information regarding drop off times as the deadline gets closer. 
 
Checks should be made out to Venice Lions Club Foundation. 
 
If you have any questions, please email me at elleokl@aol.com or call  
919-413-3732 (make sure you leave a message and I will return your call). 
 
 
Good Luck and many thanks fellow Lions 
Lion Louise 

Meals – A Reminder 
 
We are enjoying meals at our two monthly meetings again.  This is a reminder that we send the 
“count” of meals to the caterer by 1:00 pm on the Monday before the meeting.  After the call, 
the caterer orders the groceries he needs to prepare the meals we have ordered.  At each 
meeting there are a few members who reserved a meal but were not able to attend the meeting 
for one reason or another.  Our club still pays the caterer for the number of meals we ordered.  
On average the club has been paying $600 - $800 a year for meals reserved but not paid for.   
To reduce this drain on our budget, please cancel your meal before noon on the Monday before 
the meeting.   
Lion Pamela will be the liaison to the caterer this year.  Please contact her to reserve your meal 
if you did not do it at the previous meeting, or to let her know if you need to cancel your meal: 
Text or call 941-218-9556 or pamelajean.brown@gmail.com.   
 
Let’s save the club some money.   

mailto:elleokl@aol.com
mailto:pamelajean.brown@gmail.com
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Venice Lions Club Inc. 

Venice Health Park 
1289 Jacaranda Blvd 

Venice, FL  34292-4522 
Tel: (941) 486-6065 
Fax: (941) 486-6019 

 
www.venicelionsclub.com 

secretary@venicelionsclub.com 

 

Club Meetings 
1st & 3rd Thursdays 6:00 PM 

 
Board of Directors  Meeting 

2nd Thursday 6:30 PM 
 
 
 

 

Venice Lions Club 2021—2022 

President Paddy Padmanabhan 

1st Vice President 
2nd Vice President 

Louise Elleo 
Tom Cookingham 
 

Secretary 
Assistant Secretary 

Jeff Myles 
 

Treasurer (Admin.) Bev Flynn 

Treasurer (Found.) Barbara McGillicuddy 

Tail Twister 
Lion Tamer 
IPP 

Judy Rocquin 
Richard Namikas 
Bob Hoesly 

Two Year Director 
Two Year Director 
One Year Director 
One Year Director 

Pamela Brown 
Tim Werla 
Bob Winstel 
Jeff Sterne 

Membership Chair Robert Spong 

Bulletin Editor 
Publisher 
Photographers 

Jeff Myles 
Jeff Myles 
Richard & Dusty Namikas 

Our Venice club is part of the largest 
international service organization in the 

world. We support international efforts to 
save the sight of millions, provide measles 

vaccinations and disaster relief. 
 

At the local community level, Lions provide 
free vision and hearing services to those in 

need, screen the vision of preschool children 
and collect used eyeglasses. 

 
Every dollar donated goes back to the 

community in the form of grants, 
scholarships, and educational and fun 

activities for children. 
 

Our members like serving in a club with a 
purpose.  It makes us feel good to give back 

to our community. 

Do you shop on Amazon? 
Shop at Amazon at:  

smile.amazon.com  
and Amazon donates to the  

Venice Lions Club!   
Just select “Venice Lions Club 

Foundation, Inc” as the Charity. 
 

As of February, 2021 the Venice Li-
ons Club has received $1081.00 

through AmazonSmile! 

Lions Club International 

300 22nd Street, Oak Brook IL, 60521 

Website www.lcif.org 

President Douglas X. Alexander 

IPP Dr. Jung-Yul Choi 

District 35-I 

Website www.lionsMD35.com 

District Governor Charles “Chuck” Carter 

IPDG Blair “Chip” Kunka 

1st Vice District Governor Jim Gregory 

2nd Vice District Governor 
Gary LaSpina 

Secretary Suzy Stathas PCC 

Treasurer Tom Mavor 

Bulletin Beverly Flynn 

MD Executive Secretary / 
Treasurer Neil Spencer 

Zone 6 Chair Gary Nieskes 


